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FEAR 
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2009 Design Charrette for Fort Worth Ave. 

•Abstract only 

•Plans watered down after process by 

public works to over-compensate for worst 

case scenarios 

•Fear of permanency 

•Assumptions on traffic modeling 

•Years to implement 

 



Current traffic count:10,000 cars/day 

Built for: 60,000 cars/day 

Maintenance cost? Safety? Shared access? Stay power?  

Victim of land speculation? 

4 Years and hundreds of 

thousands of dollars later… 



Cheerleader 

Vs 

Champion 





























SIDEWALK FLOWERS 

 

Dallas Development Code. 

SEC. 43-115. ANNUAL FEE 

FOR USE OF 

PUBLIC RIGHT-OF-WAY. 

(a) Except as provided in 

Section 43-115.1, the annual 

fee for a 

license to use a public right-of-

way for the following uses is: 

(3) Fee for landscaping and 

appurtenant irrigation systems: 

$1,000. 

STREET CAFÉS 

 

Dallas Development Code. SEC. 43-

115. ANNUAL FEE FOR USE OF 

PUBLIC RIGHT-OF-WAY. 

(b) Except as provided in Section 43-

115.1, the annual fee for a 

license to use a public right-of-way for 

uses other than those listed in 

Subsection (a) is $1,000 or is 

calculated in accordance with one of 

the 

following formulas, whichever is 

greater: 

(1) Fee for use of public right-of-way, 

including but not limited 

to sidewalk cafes: area X market 

value X 85% X 12%. 

AWNINGS & ARCADES 

 

Dallas Development Code. 

SEC. 43-115. ANNUAL FEE 

FOR USE OF 

PUBLIC RIGHT-OF-WAY. 

(a) Except as provided in 

Section 43-115.1, the annual 

fee for a 

license to use a public right-

of-way for the following uses 

is: 

(4) Fee for awnings and 

canopies: $1,000 per awning 

or canopy. 

CROWDS 

 

Dallas Development Code. 

SEC. 43-129. CAUSING 

CROWD TO CONGREGATE 

ON SIDEWALK. 

No person shall occupy any 

space on the sidewalk or any 

space near the sidewalk 

where the same attracts any 

crowd or causes any crowd 

to congregate on the 

sidewalk or where the 

patrons or customers must 

remain on the sidewalk, for 

the purpose of carrying on 

any kind of business whether 

for amusement or profit. 

(Code 1941, Art. 143-8)  

Dallas Development Code.  

SEC. 43-133. USE OF 

SIDEWALK FOR DISPLAY OF 

MERCHANDISE.  

No merchant or owner of a 

building, fronting on any street, 

shall be allowed the use of any 

portion of any sidewalk for the 

display of goods, wares or 

merchandise. (Code 1941, Art. 

143-12; Ord. 3707) 
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• Work Fast! Commit to 

physical change in 

days, not years 

• Out of the townhall, 

onto the street 

• Temp to Perm (remove 

fear) 

• Permanent should 

promote timeless form 

• Take away a zero 

• Co-Responsibility 





The best tools for 

modern 

transportation 

planning: 

 

Chalk & Cones 

•Removes guesswork 

•Immediate results 

•Easily adjusted 

•Real-Time traffic 

modeling 





If you want something done, 

ask a busy person to do it. The 

more things you do, the more 

you can do. 
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Tehran Better Block 
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SHOW UP! 



GIVE  

IT  

A  

NAME 



Set A Date 

And  

Publish It 

(Blackmail Yourself) 



Jason Roberts 

Jason@teambetterblock.com 

@mannytmoto 

www.betterblock.org 

@thebetterblock 

http://www.betterblock.org/

